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The Bro Famau Magazine is produced by the  
Editorial Team: Tracy Davies, John Foxlee, Charlotte Jaggard, 

Kathleen Mason, Daniel Stroud, Liz Thomas, 
Janet Wright and Cath Yeardley 

Please contact team members individually in parishes. 
 

Articles printed in this publication may not represent the views 
of the church or all of its members. Final date for receiving 
material is 15th of each month at 12 noon. The right is re-

served to edit submissions and the editorial team’s decision 
about the content of the magazine is final. 

Course on the Psalms 

 

Robin Brereton of Cilcain intends to run a course on the Psalms. At the 

time of writing the details are not worked out, but if you are interested in 

having more details, please contact John Foxlee on  

johnfoxlee@outlook.com or tel. 01352 810677. 
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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR…Revd Daniel Stroud 

 

Prepare the Way!  
 

It always starts slowly, though it seems to happen a little earlier 
each year.  There’s a red ribbon here, a glimpse of garland 
there, then you wake up one morning and suddenly the houses 
are all decked out, the radio is playing “All I want for Christmas 
is You” on repeat, and the Christmas advertisements come at 
you at an alarming rate.  Yes, the Christmas season is nearly 
upon us, and with it come all the attendant pressures to get the 
decorations correct, to throw the perfect party, to not disap-
point your secret Santa, to get just the right gift for that special 
someone, to pick out a perfectly shaped tree, and on and on 
and on.  When I hear the carols talking about angels singing 
“Peace on Earth,” I can’t help that it means not only an end to 
conflict, but relief from the madness of the holiday season!  It 
can be hard to find a moment of quiet in the midst of the mad-
ness.  
 

The church doesn’t fly headlong into Christmas, howev-
er.  We’re about to begin the season of Advent, a season of 
waiting and preparation.  Though we celebrate Christmas for 
12 days, beginning on Christmas day and going until Epiphany 
on the 6th of January, during December we’re called to slow 
down, be still, wait quietly, and prepare the way for Christ.  And 
that preparation is both internal and external.  We’re called to 
prepare our own hearts by finding some quiet and reflecting on 
ways we can be more gentle, loving, kind, and peace-
ful.  We’re also called to, like John the Baptist, prepare the 
world for the Kingdom of God by making the world a more just, 
compassionate, and equitable place.  Christmas isn’t just 
about presents, it’s about the miracle that God came to earth 
to bring us out of the darkness and into the light; what better 
time to walk further down that path than as we prepare to cele-
brate that miracle!  
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There are many ways we can do this, making and lighting an 
advent wreath, being intentional about praying together before 
meals, waiting a bit longer than you would to put up Christmas 
decorations, and most importantly, visiting the church to pray 
and spend time with God whose birth we are to celebrate,  
either for a service or on your own when its open and qui-
et.  However you undertake your preparations, you’re always 
welcome at the church, and we wish you a blessed and 
peaceful Advent!  
 

In Christ,  
 

Daniel +Daniel +Daniel +Daniel +     

From the Registers 

 

Weddings 

 

On the 28th of October Alexander Day and Abbie Farmer are to 
be married in Holy Trinity Gwernaffield  
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WORSHIP in NOVEMBER 2017 

  

Sunday 5th November 4th before Advent 

Cilcain 11.00 Morning Worship 

Gwernaffield 11.00 Morning Worship 

  18.00 Holy Communion (Healing Service) 

Llanferres   9.30 Morning Worship 

Nannerch   9.30 Holy Communion 

Rhydymwyn   9.30 Morning Worship 

   

Sunday 12th November 3rd before Advent   Remembrance Sunday 

Cilcain 10.30 Capel Gad Joint Remembrance Service 

Gwernaffield 11.00 Remembrance Service 

  18.00 Evening Prayer 

Llanferres 10.15 Remembrance Service 

Nannerch 10.55 for 11.00 Remembrance Service  

Rhydymwyn   9.30 Holy Communion 

    

Tuesday 14th November 19.00 Mission Area Eucharist 

  St Michael and All Angels Nannerch 

    

Sunday 19th November 2nd before Advent 

Cilcain 11.00 Morning Worship 

Gwernaffield 11.00 Holy Communion 

  16.00 MESSY CHURCH in the Church Hall 

  18.00  Evening Prayer 

Llanferres   9.30 Holy Communion 

Nannerch   9.30 Morning Worship 

Rhydymwyn   9.30 Morning Worship 
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Sunday 26th November CHRIST the KING   Next before Advent 

Cilcain 11.00  Holy Communion 

Gwernaffield   9.30 Family Praise (in Church Hall) 

  18.00 Evening Worship 

Llanferres   9.30 Morning Worship 

Nannerch   9.30 Morning Worship 

Rhydymwyn 10.30 Family Service 

    

Mid week services   

                                          Tuesdays 9.30 at Holy Trinity, Gwernaffield 

                                         Wednesdays 10.30 at St Mary the Virgin, Cilcain 

 

THE KINGDOM SEASON 

 

 

Throughout November, from All Saints to Advent, we cele-
brate the Kingdom Season, culminating with the festival of 
Christ the King on the last Sunday of November. 
 

The Church in Wales has the Kingdom Season in our cal-
endar, whereas in the Church of England, other Anglican 
Provinces, the Roman Catholic Church and the Methodist 
Church have only Christ the King as an official festival. It 
was moved by Pope Paul VI from the last Sunday in Octo-
ber, and some Catholics still celebrate it then. 
 

Whatever the official recognition, the Sunday readings, 
which are the same in all the Churches named above, point 
towards the Day of the Lord and the Kingdom of God. 
These are the last four Sundays of the Church Year, so it is  
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right that we should think and pray about the last things, be-
fore we start with the new liturgical year at Advent.  
 

The beginning of our journey with the human Person of God 
came at Advent, and the fulfilment will come with the Day of 
the Lord. Then the rule of Jesus as King of the Universe will 
become tangible and the Kingdom of God will have arrived in 
its glory. God is present in all time so if we have faith we can 
celebrate what is yet to come. The Kingdom Season looks 
forward in the faith we have in Christ to bring about our final 
deliverance from the grip of sin and so to a better time when 
he will rule absolutely. 
 

There were earlier beginnings, when God spoke to Abraham, 
and when God created the world. There has probably always 
been a belief amongst humankind that a better time would 
come eventually, the spirit that keeps hope alive. References 
to the Day are found throughout the Old and New Testa-
ments, in the Christian era of course focussing upon Christ 
as the Saviour of the world. My favourite, because it was 
written in a time of terrible persecution of Christians, is Mark 
13:26,27: 
 
‘ Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather in his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.’ 
 

This is the final reality of our existence, when Christ’s rule 
will become evident to all people. I pray that our faith will be-
come sure and sound during the Kingdom Season. 
 

John Foxlee 
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St Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland, though his only connection with 
the country is that some of his bones were reputedly transported in the 8th 
century to Fife and preserved at a church in a place now named St Andrews.  
Andrew was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and the very first to bring 
someone else to Christ - his own brother. Like many fervent Jews at the time 
Andrew and an unnamed companion had been drawn to the prophet John the 
Baptist.  When one day John pointed out Jesus to Andrew and his friend, and 
described him as the ‘Lamb of God’, the two young men assumed that the 
next stage of their spiritual search was about to unfold. So as Jesus made off, 
they followed him. 
When Jesus turned and asked them what they were ‘seeking’, all they could 
come up with was a lame enquiry about his current place of residence: 
‘where are you staying?’  
The reply of Jesus was the most straight-forward invitation anyone can re-
ceive: ‘Come and see’.  So they did, and the results of their response were 
life-changing.  For Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus, and soon the 
little apostolic band who would carry the message of Jesus to the whole 
world was formed. And right at the front of the column, as it were, was An-
drew, the first disciple of Jesus. 

 

Andrew 

Patron 

Saint 
Scotland 

Fife 

 

First 
Disciple 

John 

Baptist 
Lamb  
 

God 

followed 
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PRAYER DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2017 

ON THESE DAYS IN THE MONTH LET US GIVE 

THANKS  AND PRAY FOR 

 

  1 All Saints Day 

  2 All Souls Day 

  3 St Winifred, Abbess, 7th century 

  4 Coffee morning in St Mary’s Cilcain to thank those 

who have helped the church 

  5 For the safety of all those enjoying Fireworks  

 Parties 

  6 North Wales Choral Festival ends today at  

 Llandudno 

  7 Richard Davies, Bishop & Translator of the first 

Welsh Bible, 1581 

  8 The Saints of Wales 

  9 Mold Mission Area Conference 

10 St Leo the Great, Pope, 461 

11St Martin of Tours, Bishop, c397, Armistice Day 

12 Remembrance Sunday 

13 Charles Simeon, Priest & Teacher, 1836 

14 St Dyfrig, Bishop, 6th century 

15 Saints, Martyrs & Missionaries of North America 



 

12 

 

16 St Margaret of Scotland, Queen, c. 1045 

17 St Hugh of Lincoln, Bishop, 1200 

18 St Hilda, Abbess, 680 

19 Patronal Festival service of St Berres, Llanferres 

Church 

20 St John’s Rhydymwyn take the charity shop in 

Holywell for the next 2 weeks 

21 Standing Committee meeting in St Asaph 

22 Communion in St Mary’s Cilcain 

23 St Clement, Bishop & Martyr, c100 

24 Kid’s Club, Rhydymwyn 

25 John Donne, Priest & Poet, 1631 

26 Christ the King 

27 Church & Chapel Treasurers in our Bro Famau 

28 Communion in Holy Trinity, Gwernaffield 

29 Vigil and Day of Intercession for the Mission of the 

Church 

30 St Andrew, Apostle, Patron Saint of Scotland  
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AROUND OUR CHURCHES 

    

CILCAIN  

 

Coffee Morning 

We are holding a Coffee Morning on Sat 4th of November in the 
North Aisle 10am-12.O Noon, to thank everyone who has helped in 
Church in any way during the last year. The cleaners, Flower Ar-
rangers, Gardeners, those who helped with the show, Open/Close 
the Church etc. Please do come and join us for this social occa-
sion. 
  

Pre Advent Clean 

We will be having a general clean of the Church ready for Advent 
after the service and coffee on Wed 29th of November. Volunteers 
for this task will be warmly welcomed. 
  

Christmas Tree Festival. 
 Various Groups from the Village have been asked to decorate a 
Christmas Tree to be displayed in the Church Windows, and 
marked Areas. These will be in place before Ysgol-y-Foel have 
their School production in church on 12th December at 2.00 pm, & 
the 14th of December at 6.00 pm. To date we have 10 groups dec-
orating trees. 
   

Gwernaffield Silver Band 

The Gwernaffield Silver Band will once again be playing Christmas 
Carols in Church in the run up to Christmas. This will be followed 
by refreshments in the North Aisle, to include, of course, Mince 
Pies. 
  

Remembrance Sunday 

Remembrance Sunday the 12th of November. This will be a joint 
Service held at Capel Gad and starting at 10.30 am. There will not 
be an 8.00 am Communion Service in St Marys on that day. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

14 

 

GWERNAFFIELD 

 

Mold Food Bank 

Donations are very welcome and can be brought to the back of 
the church.   
  

Mothers’ Union 

On 31st October our speaker will be Mrs Meryl Thelwell who will 
give a talk on Life in an Old Vicarage.  There will be no Meeting in 
November or December.  The Autumn Council Meeting will be 
held on Thursday 16th November at St Margaret’s Church, Gar-
den Village, Wrexham - 9.30am for 10am.  New members are al-
ways welcome – we meet on the last Tuesday of every month at 
7pm in the Church Hall. Please telephone Mrs Gaynor Morgan 
(secretary) on 01352 741515 for more information.   
 

Harvest Supper 
Our Harvest Supper was a huge success. A very warm and wel-
coming evening. Good food, good company and our local chan-
teuse (Angela Parker) thrilled us all with her wonderful singing. 
Very many thanks to our great team of cooks and helpers. The 
hotpot and apple pies were delicious. Mary Berry eat your heart 
out!!   Plus, we raised £205.00 for Church Funds. 
 

Remembrance Day Service 

You are warmly invited to join us for the annual Remembrance 
Day Service which this year falls on Sunday 12th November, be-
ginning at 11.00 am 

 

Church Tidy-Up 

There will be a Church-yard tidy up on Saturday 11
th
 November 

from 9.30 onwards in readiness for Remembrance Sunday.  We 
would appreciate any help you can give and, as always, please 
bring along your own tools 

 

LLANFERRES 

 

Harvest Services 

Thanks to everyone who helped to decorate the church for the 
Harvest service. The food donations will be taken to the Flintshire 
foodbank in Mold.  
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Remembrance Sunday 

The Remembrance Sunday service is on Sunday 12
th
 November 

starting in church at 10.15am before everyone makes their way up to 
the memorial stone for 11am. 
 

St Berres’ Day Service 

The St Berres’ Day Service will take place on Sunday 19
th
 November 

which is the actual anniversary this year.  Please join us to celebrate 
our patron’s day with a special service and a glass of wine afterwards.  
Please see service times at the beginning of the magazine for the tim-
ing of the service. 
 

Work on Gravestones 

A number of gravestones in the new burial area have tilted over in the 
last few years and we are hoping over the next 12 months to under-
take restoration.  Similar works are also being considered in the older 
section.  If anyone has any questions or concerns please contact a 
member of the church committee. 
 

Church Committee Meeting 

The next Church Committee meeting is on Wednesday 15
th
 Novem-

ber at 7.30pm in the New Rectory. 
 

Pews for sale 

We have two approximately 8 foot church pews for sale.  Anyone in-
terested in buying them can contact Noel Headley on 01352 810224. 
 

Life Support Training 

In anticipation of our new defibrillator being installed we are having a 
life support training session to include basic life support and defibrilla-
tor use.  If anyone from other parishes (it clashes with our church 
committee meeting) wants to come along on 15th November please 
email Charlotte Jaggard on chill_rids@yahoo.co.uk.  There is a rec-
ommended donation of £2 to cover travel costs. 
 

NANNERCH 

 

St Michael and All Angels Festival, Friday September 29th  

We had a very busy day on the day of our Patronal Festival! We start-
ed with Croeso Pawb in the afternoon in Ysgol Nannerch, Reverend 
Sue Moriarty had been into school on Wednesday 27th to talk to the 
children about Saint Michael the Archangel. On Friday, the children 
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were told about Angel Messengers, Angel Guardians and Angel 
Warriors. Of course, the Warriors were very popular and the children 
enjoyed looking  and learning from artists’ representations of angels 
over the centuries. Craft activities followed; many types of angels  

 

(these were used to decorate the church) and of course,  dragons, 
representing Satan who was thrown out of heaven. A short service 
in church, led by Reverend Daniel followed. We concluded with an-
gel cake and soft drinks. 

 

Reverend Daniel led the service in church in the evening celebrating 
our Patronal Festival. To reflect the consecration of the church in 
1853, the form of the service was as it would have been then. There 
was a full attendance and young and old across the community were 
represented. The contribution of the range of community organisa-
tions was celebrated. A very different form of service from now-a-

days, but reassuringly familiar.  

 

After the service we moved onto the Memorial Hall for a Village Sup-
per. This was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
 

A full day in which we celebrated our Patronal Saint in many and 
various ways. Thank you to all who contributed to making this a very 
special day for all of us. 

 

Letter sent to Janet Costidell at the Cross Foxes  

 

My great-great grandfather, Peter Jones owned Pen yr Allt and 
is buried in the church graveyard with his wife Gwen. I visited on 
29th August and my brother and his family visited last week-
end. Because I knew he was visiting 2 weeks after me I decided 
to leave a message in a small tin box on Peter’s gravesite, ad-
dressed to Peter’s descendants, written as if from Peter. The 
idea was to engage my brother’s teenage son and daughter (on a 
boring trip to an ancestor’s grave). Unfortunately they searched 
and searched and did not find the box.  
(I tipped my brother off that there would be something there). 
I wonder if you could put something in the pub see if anyone lo-
cal found it? I would love it to be mailed to my nephew in NSW 
Australia. Thank you.  Great township and pub by the way. 
 

Sherlock Holmes (aka Kevin Weston) found the tin and it its con-
tents. He passed it on to Janet. 
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LETTERS: 
If you wish to submit a letter for publication please use the contact details 

above. All letters must be accompanied by the name and  
address of the sender. Letters may be edited and shortened. 

The magazine panel welcomes the submission of relevant articles for  

consideration for publication. 

email to brofamauchurches.magazine@outlook.com 

 

Mothers’ Union in November  
Monday 16th November 9.30am-1.30pm- Autumn Council 

Meeting at Wrexham. 
Tuesday 21st November 2-4pm- Mental Health in Uganda. 

Speaker- Hugh Burgess 

 

RHYDYMWYN 

 

Charity Shop. 
The charity shop in Holywell will be organised by St. John's from 
November 20th for a fortnight. We have been given lots of items 
to sell in the shop . Thank you to everyone. We still need more 
items and also help to run the shop each day. Please give Sue 
a ring on 741921 if you can help for a morning or afternoon. 
 

Sponsored Walk. 
This annual event was once again a most sociable and happy 
occasion. The weather was perfect and everyone returned safe-
ly , including the dogs,  to the Hoppe residence where excellent 
refreshments were supplied to the walkers and supporters. 
Thank you to both Zen and Alison for their hospitality. 
 

Bonfire 

Once again Rhydymwyn will be holding its annual bonfire on 
Saturday November 4th. The bonfire builders will be busy work-
ing on that morning and as usual we shall serve refreshments 
for them in the porch of the church. We are looking for helpers 
to serve the refreshments please. 



 

18 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE READINGS PREVIEWED 

 

Please use these introductions to prepare for worship. If you are a reader 
at home who is unable to come to church, you might like to use these pag-
es, with your Bible, to join the congregation on a Sunday in the reading of 
the same passages 
 

Sunday 5th November - First Sunday of the Kingdom,  
All Saints Sunday 

 

Revelation 7:9-17 Instead of an Old Testament reading this All Saints 
Sunday, we hear one of the seven visions given to John. He tells of the 
vast number of holy men and women who served God faithfully in their 
lifetime and now surround the heavenly throne of glory. 
 

1 John 3:1-3 We do not know what our life after death will be like. Our 
faith is that we will see and know completely the Christ whom we follow 
here, and so we will be like him. 
 

Matthew 5:1-12 In these strange paradoxes we call the Beatitudes, 
Jesus teaches us who are the holy people in God’s sight, those who will 
find his blessings as his kingdom comes. 
 

Sunday 12th November - Remembrance Sunday, Second Sunday of 
the Kingdom 

 

There are no prescribed readings on the theme of Remembrance, so the 
preacher may choose their own, or those below. 
 
Wisdom 6:12-16 To religious thinkers of the last century before 
Christ, wisdom seemed more than just an attribute of God - she was a 
person of God. This short passage comes from a long section in our Apoc-
rypha, of praise to wisdom and injunctions to seek her.                                                                      
OR, 
Amos 5:18-24 In Israel in the 8th century BC, Amos sees more atten-
tion being given to religious ritual than to social justice. So, says this fierce 
prophet, if you expect the Lord’s coming, beware that it may not be as de-
lightful as you think. When God comes to his world he comes in righteous 
judgement. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 This letter is the earliest we have from Paul. 
The church at that time expected Jesus to return very soon. Paul has en-
couraging words for those who might die before that second Advent, be-
cause every one of us can look forward to life with Christ for ever. 
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Matthew 25:1-13 Jesus tells a parable about the coming Day of the 
Son of Man. None of us can know the time of his coming, but we must 
live as though it might be at any moment, and be prepared to face him. 
 

Sunday 19th November - Third Sunday of the Kingdom 

 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 The Bible has much to say about the antici-
pated ‘ Day of the Lord.’ For this prophet in the seventh century BC, it 
would be a time for God to root out all corruption; he will destroy and 
punish in a sudden outburst of his righteous judgement. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 In this early letter Paul still expected Jesus 
to return soon and draw all things to an end. He asks the Christians to 
live with that sense of expectancy, in confidence that the faithful will be 
taken into the Lord’s company when he comes to complete our salva-
tion. 
 

Matthew 25:14-30 Matthew tells another of Jesus’ parables about the 
Day of the Lord. Then, the fulness of the kingdom of heaven will reveal 
what each person made of the gifts God gave on trust. It is the parable 
of the talents, and the joy in store for those who are faithful stewards.  
 

Sunday 26th November - Christ the King 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 David had been the great Shepherd-King, 
and the Jews longed for another like him.  
Today’s gospel will pick up the thought of the king as shepherd. We 
hear first from Ezekiel, preparing for a divine intervention into history, 
speaking of God himself as the gatherer of his flock into safety, under a 
worthy successor to David. 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul’s great hymn of prayer and praise extols the 
power of God at work in all the faithful, and the Lord Jesus Christ raised 
up as King over all things. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus speaks about the end of time, and the 
kingly power that will be seen in the coming of the Son of Man. He re-
veals what the standard of judgement will be for entry into this kingdom - 
either we did, or did not, care for him as we find him to be in the needy. 
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Advertisements: 
Advertising in this magazine costs £30 for a third page, £60 for a half 

page, £120 for whole page for 10 editions.  

 

email to brofamauchurches.magazine@outlook.com 
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READERS  Tel 01352 

MR. JOHN FOXLEE,  Tafarn-y-Gelyn,  - 810677 

MRS. VALERIE SALVONI,  Mold - 750734 

    

WARDENS:-   

GWERNAFFIELD   

MR. PETER DAVIES,  Ardwyn, Cae Rhug Lane. ,Gwernaffield - 741826 

MRS. MADGE NEWTON, , 7 High Park, Gwernaffield - 740649 

LLANFERRES   

MISS ANNE WOODWARD, Cysgodfa, Tafarn-y-Gelyn - 810270 

MR ROB ARMSTRONG, The White House, Rectory Lane, Llanferres  - 810259  

CILCAIN   

MR. JOHN PRIOR-EGERTON , Ty Gwyn, Ffordd Trelan, Cilcain - 741042 

MRS. AMANDA GRIFFITHS, Tegfan, Hendre. - 740872 

RHYDYMWYN   

MRS. MARION WATTS, Swn yr Awel, St John’s Park , Rhydymwyn - 741350 

MRS. ELIZABETH THOMAS, 5 St. John’s Park, Rhydymwyn - 741405 

NANNERCH   

MRS. CATH YEARDLEY, Hafan Deg. Ffordd-y-Graig, Lixwm - 781151 

MRS. JANET WRIGHT, 2 The Walled Garden, Ffordd-y-Waen, - 741701 

Subwarden  

MRS KATHLEEN STANTON, 2, The Links, Gwernaffield - 740068 


